^ RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQuflMf^M'^ 

In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed on March 18, 1999, Applicants provide 
the following remarks. Because election is required. Applicants hereby elect the claims of Group 
I (claims 1-21 and 36-39). However, the Restriction Requirement is traversed for the following 
reasons. 

The Examiner has required election between claims 1 through 33 and claims 36 through 39. 
Applicants traverse this requirement because claim 1 is generic to claims 2 through 33 and 36 
through 39. Under the M.P.E.P., Applicants are permitted to claim a reasonable number of species 
in a single application. In fact, the Code of Federal Regulations and the M.P.E.P. explicitly state that 
the presence of a linking generic claim, such as claim 1 , prevents restriction, even if otherwise 
proper . See 37 C.F.R. §1.141; M.P.E.P. §809.03. Thus, the Restriction Requirement is improper 
and should be withdrawn. Applicants request that the Examiner withdraw this requirement. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing election, early examination and allowance of the present application are 
respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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